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E-1 

ATTACHMENT E 

CONTINGENCY PLAN 
 

In accordance with the New Mexico Administrative Code, Title 20, Chapter 4, Part 1 (20.4.1 NMAC) 

Subpart V, Part 264, Subpart D and 20.4.1 NMAC §270.14(b)(7), revised June 14, 2000, contingency 

measures applicable to the hazardous and mixed waste management units at Technical Area (TA) 55 

are provided in Appendix E of the most recent version of the “Los Alamos National Laboratory General 

Part B,” hereinafter referred to as the LANL General Part B. 

 

Figure E-1 shows evacuation routes and muster areas that may be used at TA-55 in the event of an 

emergency.  In addition, lists of emergency equipment currently available for use at TA-55 are included 

as Tables E-1 through E-4.   A list of emergency equipment (including spill control equipment) 

available from the Hazardous Materials Response Group is presented in Table E-2 of Appendix E in 

the most recent version of the LANL General Part B.  Evacuation routes, muster area locations, and 

emergency equipment are subject to change.  Emergency equipment discussed in this plan may be 

replaced and/or upgraded with functionally equivalent components and equipment as necessary for 

routine maintenance and repairs. 

 

Hazardous waste spills are managed by type and severity of the incident.  If a hazardous waste spill 

occurs, the Incident Command evaluates the type and severity of the spill and determines if assistance 

from LANL’s Emergency Management and Response Group is required.  If not, the spill is managed 

internally by TA-55 personnel. 
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 Table E-1 a 
 Emergency Equipment at  

Technical Area (TA) 55, Building 4 (TA-55-4), First Floor 
 
FIRE CONTROL EQUIPMENT: 
 

Dry-chemical fire extinguishers are located in Room 401. 
Description of General Capabilities: 
The fire extinguishers are portable, manually-operated units and can be used by any 
employee in case of fire.  The fire extinguishers in Room 401 are for use only in case of fire 
outside the gloveboxes. 

 
Fire alarm pull boxes and push button stations are available in Room 401. 

Description of General Capabilities: 
Fire alarms can be activated by any employee in the event of fire to notify the Central Alarm 
Station. 

 
An automatic fire suppression sprinkler system is located in Room 401. 

 
Automatic thermal alarms are located in the gloveboxes in Room 401. 

 
Fire hydrants are located outdoors on the north, south, and west sides of TA-55-4. 

 
SPILL CONTROL EQUIPMENT: 
 

Room 401 provides secondary containment for the storage tank system and cementation unit.  
 
COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT: 
 

Telephones are located in Room 401. The telephones are capable of handling incoming/outgoing 
calls and paging. 

 
A telephone is located at each of the two west exit doors of TA-55-4. 

 
Two-way radios are available from the Nuclear Materials Technology Facility Incident Command 

located at TA-55-3, Room 179, for personnel working in Room 401. 
 

Alarms at TA-55-4: 
The fire alarm is a zone-wide whooping sound. 
 
If a drop-box pushbutton station is used, a zone-wide, high-pitched constant tone will be 
activated and then switch to the standard whooping sound. 
 
 
 

      
Refer to footnote at end of table. 
  



Document: TA-55 Part B  
Revision No.: 2.0   
Date: September 2003  

 
 
 

E-3 

Table E-1 a (continued) 
 Emergency Equipment at  

Technical Area (TA) 55, Building 4 (TA-55-4), First Floor 
 
COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT, continued: 
 

The evacuation alarm is a facility-wide mid-range pulsating tone. 
 
The continuous air monitor alarm is a local high-pitched pulsating tone. 
 
The ventilation alarm is a local slow, repeating chime tone. 
 

The public address system may also be used to announce an evacuation. 
 
DECONTAMINATION EQUIPMENT: 
 

Safety showers and eyewash stations are located in Room 401. 
Description of General Capabilities: 
Safety showers and eyewashes are available for decontamination of personnel who receive a 
chemical splash to the skin or eyes. 

 
Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) are available in Room 401 and at TA-55-4. 

Specific MSDSs may be obtained prior to working with any hazardous waste to determine if 
the application of water is indicated for decontamination. 

 
PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT: 
 

Self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) are located in the southside hallway outside of Room 
401, in the northside hallway of TA-55-4, and in TA-55-3, Room 179. The SCBAs are 
available for personnel working in or near Room 401. 

 
Change/decontamination rooms with protective clothing available are located on the first floor of 

TA-55-4 and in TA-55-3.   Protective clothing is also available in a locker located in the 
hallway near Room 401 for use by personnel working in or near Room 401. 

 
Respirators located in TA-55-3 (Room 107) and in TA-55-4 (Room 515) are available for all 

personnel working in or near TA-55-4.  Respirators are re-issued on a regular basis to TA-55-
4 personnel for radiation work.  These respirators are stored in the personnel's individual 
lockers.  Combination gas canisters (particulate, organic, and acid) are available in TA-55-4 
(Room 515). 

 
OTHER: 
 

If transportation is needed for evacuation, vehicles may be obtained through the Emergency 
Management and Response Group. 

 
          
a  Equipment types and locations are subject to change. 
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E-4 

 
Table E-2 a 

 Emergency Equipment at  
Technical Area (TA) 55, Building 4 (TA-55-4), Basement 

 
FIRE CONTROL EQUIPMENT: 
 

Halon, dry chemical, and/or carbon dioxide fire extinguishers are available near B40, B05, K13, 
B45, and the Vault. 

Description of General Capabilities: 
The fire extinguishers are portable, manually-operated units and can be used by any 
employee in case of fire. 

 
Fire alarm pull boxes are located at B05, K13, B45, the Vault, and on each side of the fire door. 

Description of General Capabilities: 
Fire alarms can be activated by any employee in the event of fire to notify the Central Alarm 
System. 

 
An automatic fire suppression sprinkler system is located throughout the basement at TA-55-4, 

including the Vault and the office and corridor associated with the Vault. 
 

Fire hydrants are located outdoors on the north, south, and west sides of TA-55-4. 
 
SPILL CONTROL EQUIPMENT: 
 

Self-containment pallets or cabinets are provided for containers of liquid and/or potentially liquid-
bearing wastes stored at B40, K13, and the Vault. 

 
COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT: 
 

Telephones and intercom stations are located throughout the basement of TA-55-4.  The 
telephones are capable of handling both incoming and outgoing calls.  The intercom system 
is connected to the TA-55-3 Operations Center and allows the Operations Center to easily 
mobilize emergency response support. 

 
Two-way radios are available from the Nuclear Materials Technology Facility Incident Command 

located at TA-55-3, Room 179, for personnel working in the basement at TA-55-4. 
 

Personal pagers are issued to and carried by assigned personnel working in the basement of TA-
55-4.  These pagers are accessed by telephone. 

 
Alarms at TA-55-4: 

The fire alarm is an area-wide whooping sound. 
The evacuation alarm is a facility-wide mid-range pulsating tone. 

 
      
Refer to footnote at end of table. 
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Table E-2 a (continued) 
 Emergency Equipment at  

Technical Area (TA) 55, Building 4 (TA-55-4), Basement 
COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT, continued: 
 

The continuous air monitor alarm is a local high-pitched pulsating tone. 
The ventilation alarm is a local slow, repeating chime tone. 

 
The public address system activated from the TA-55-3 Operations Center may be used to 

announce an evacuation. 
 

A site-wide paging system activated from the TA-55-3 Operations Center can be heard 
throughout TA-55-4. 

 
DECONTAMINATION EQUIPMENT: 
 

Eyewashes are located throughout the basement of TA-55-4. 
Description of General Capabilities: 
The eyewash stations are available for decontamination of personnel who receive a chemical 
splash to the eyes. 

 
Safety showers are located near B40, K13 and in the office for the Vault. 

Description of General Capabilities: 
The safety showers are available for decontamination of personnel who receive a chemical 
splash to the skin. 

 
Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDSs) are available at TA-55-41.  Specific MSDSs may be 

obtained prior to working with any hazardous waste to determine if the application of water is 
indicated for decontamination. 

 
PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT: 

 
Change/decontamination rooms with protective clothing available are located on the first floor of 

TA-55-4 and in TA-55-3. 
 

Respirators located in TA-55-4 and in TA-55-3 are available for all personnel working in or near 
TA-55-4.  Particulate and toxic gas canisters are available in TA-55-4. 

 
Self-contained breathing apparatus are located in the TA-55, Basement. 
 

OTHER: 
 

If transportation is needed for evacuation, vehicles may be obtained through the Emergency 
Management and Response Group. 

 
Forklifts stored in the basement are available for use in the basement and are stored near the 

north basement doorway. 
         
a  Equipment types and locations are subject to change. 
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Table E-3 a 
 Emergency Equipment at  

Technical Area (TA) 55 Container Storage Pad  
 
FIRE CONTROL EQUIPMENT: 
 

A dry chemical fire extinguisher is located on the Container Storage Pad. 
Description of General Capabilities: 
The fire extinguishers are portable, manually-operated units and can be used by any 
employee in case of fire. 

 
Fire hydrants are located along the north, south, and west sides of TA-55-4. 

 
One fire hydrant is located just south of the Container Storage Pad. 

 
Fire alarm pull boxes are located in TA-55-42 at the northwest corner of TA-55-4. 

 
One fire alarm pull box is located outside on the south side of TA-55-4. 

 
COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT: 
 

A telephone is located on the east side of TA-55-11, and additional phones are located in TA-55-
185 and on the south side of TA-55-4. 

 
Two-way radios are available from the Nuclear Materials Technology (NMT) Facility Incident 

Command located at TA-55-3, Room 179, for personnel working at the Container Storage 
Pad. 

 
Personal pagers are issued to and carried by assigned personnel working at the Container 

Storage Pad.  These pagers are accessed by telephone. 
 

Alarms at TA-55: 
The fire alarm is an area-wide whooping sound. 
The evacuation alarm is a facility-wide mid-range pulsating tone. 

 
The public address (PA) system activated from the TA-55-3 Operations Center may be used to 

announce an evacuation.  PA speakers are located on the west side of TA-55-4. 
 
Two intercom systems to the TA-55-3 Operations Center are located on the south and north sides 

of TA-55-4. 
 

DECONTAMINATION EQUIPMENT: 
 

A safety shower and eyewash station are located outdoors on the Container Storage Pad. 
 
 
 
 

       
Refer to footnote at end of table. 
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Table E-3 a (continued) 
 Emergency Equipment at  

Technical Area (TA) 55 Container Storage Pad  
 
DECONTAMINATION EQUIPMENT, continued: 
 

Description of General Capabilities: 
The safety shower and eyewash are available for personnel who receive a chemical splash to 
the skin or eyes. 
 

Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDSs) are available at TA-55-2.  Specific MSDSs may be obtained 
prior to working with any hazardous waste to determine if the application of water is indicated 
for decontamination. 

 
PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT: 
 

Change rooms with protective clothing available are located on the first floor of TA-55-4 
and in TA-55-3.  

 
Respirators are located in TA-55-4 and in TA-55-3 for all personnel working in or near  

TA-55-4. 
 

OTHER: 
 

If transportation is needed for evacuation, vehicles may be obtained through the Emergency 
Management and Response Group. 

 
Two forklifts are available for NMT-7 use. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         
a  Equipment types and locations are subject to change. 
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Table E-4 a  
 Emergency Equipment at  

Technical Area (TA) 55, Building 185 (TA-55-185) 
 
FIRE CONTROL EQUIPMENT: 
 

Fire hydrants are located along the north, south, and west sides of TA-55, Building 4 (TA-55-4). 
 

One fire alarm pull box is located inside TA-55-185. 
 

Fire alarm pull boxes are located in TA-55, Building 42, at the northwest corner of TA-55-4. 
 

One fire alarm pull box is located outside on the south side of TA-55-4. 
 
COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT: 
 

One telephone is located inside TA-55-185. 
 
A telephone is located on the east side of TA-55-11 and additional phones are located in TA-55-

185 and on the south side of TA-55-4. 
 

Two-way radios are available from the Nuclear Materials Technology (NMT) Facility Incident 
Command located at TA-55-3, Room 179, for personnel working at TA-55-185. 

 
Personal pagers are issued to and carried by assigned personnel working at TA-55-185.  These 

pagers are accessed by telephone. 
 

Alarms at TA-55-4: 
The fire alarm is an area-wide whooping sound. 
The evacuation alarm is a facility-wide mid-range pulsating tone. 

 
The pubic address (PA) system activated from the TA-55-3 Operations Center may be used to 

announce an evacuation. 
 

PA speakers are located on the west side of TA-55-4 near TA-55-185.  Intercom systems to the 
TA-55-3 Operations Center are located on the south and north sides of TA-55-4. 

 
DECONTAMINATION EQUIPMENT: 
 

TA-55-185 will be equipped with a portable safety shower and eyewash station before wastes 
are managed there. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
      
Refer to footnote at end of table. 
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Table E-4 a (continued) 
 Emergency Equipment at  

Technical Area (TA) 55, Building 185 (TA-55-185) 
 
PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT: 
 

Change rooms with protective clothing available are located in TA-55-3. 
 

Respirators located in TA-55-4 and in TA-55-3 are available for all personnel working in or near 
TA-55-185. 

 
OTHER: 
 

If transportation is needed for evacuation, vehicles may be obtained through the Emergency 
Management and Response Group. 

 
A forklift is available inside of TA-55-185. 

 
Two forklifts are available to NMT-7. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         
a  Equipment types and locations are subject to change. 




